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A Message from Our     

Pastor   
June 20 th  2010 is Fatherõs Day in the United States. It is kind of cool being 

a dad especially on nice sunny spring days where you can go outside and enjoy 

the weather with your child. If you travel by the church on most afternoons 

you might have noticed Matthew riding his bike in the parking lot and me in 

tow. Recently, after visiting the doctor for a physical and scoring high health 

marks, the doctor really encouraged me to walk on a daily basis not  only for 

physical health but as a way to build up my endurance and set a good example 

for my child to follow. The doctor was talking about leaving a legacy for my 

son. What legacy has your father passed on to you?  
 

Any legacy left by a human father will i nvolve good and not so good things. 

For example, my father has given me a focus when it comes to working at a 

job. He always would tell me that whatever job you do it isnõt good enough 

just to like it;  you should be able to love it. This certainly was the case when 

I worked with the IRS as Revenue Officer or with AT&T as a Systems 

Analyst. I enjoyed doing both jobs, but I certainly wouldnõt say I was 

passionate about them. However, once God redirected my life to become a 

pastor I can honestly say I am doing  what I love to do. Of course, if Iõm 

having a bad day I might change it to òslightly loveó what Iõm doing. Focus 

and drive has been a good legacy that Iõve picked up from my father. On the 

other hand, I have also picked up my fatherõs passion for working long hours 

and forgetting to take needed rest times to recoup. I would have to say 

without a doubt that God has given me an awesome father to look up to and 

for that I am deeply grateful to God.  
 

However, not everyone has had the same experience that I ha ve had.  For 

some people have never known their fathers because they died before they 

came to know them. For others the very word òfatheró brings with it years 

of pain and abuse. The reality is all people including fathers are sinners who 

are desperately i n need of Godõs grace. Too often when our picture of God is 

framed by the picture of our human father it will be incomplete and 

sometimes distorted.  
 

Our heavenly Father cares about the wellbeing of all His children. In fact, 

the Bible says, òThe Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
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understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, 

but everyone to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9).ó God has created 

everyone, but not everyone on planet earth is considered His child.  
 

The only way God the Father can become our heavenly Father is by believing 

in Jesus and surrendering our life to Him (Acts 2:21). The heavenly Father 

has a divine plan for your life. The Bible says, òI will proclaim the decree of 

the LORD: He said to me, ôYou are my Son; today I have become your Father. 

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the 

earth your possession (Psalm 2:7 -8).õó God the Father also keeps us secure in 

our relationship with Him. Jesus said, òMy Father, who has given them to me, 

is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father õsõ hand. I and 

the Father are one (John 10:29 -30).ó  
 

As a loving Father, God disciplines his own children on those rare occasions 

when we stray away from Him. Hebrews 12:8 -10 states, òIf you are not 

disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate 

children and not true sons. Moreover, we have all had human fathers who 

disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we 

submit to the Fat her of our spirits and live! Our fathers disciplined us for a 

little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we 

may share in his holiness.ó  
 

Our heavenly Father is a God that is totally filled with grace, mercy, and 

compassion for all of His children as Jesus spoke about in the story of the 

Prodigal Son. When the son was returning from having squandered all of his 

inheritance on wild living, His father didnõt react with òI told you soó or òyou 

big loseró. The Bible says, òBut while he was still a long way off, his father 

saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his 

arms around him and kissed him (Luke 15:20).ó God the Father continues to 

show compassion and joy to everyone that comes to Him even now.  
 

This Fatherõs day celebrate the gift of your earthly father, if thatõs still 

possible. In addition, take some time to celebrate your Heavenly Father who 

loves to hear from His children not only on one day of the year, but everyday 

that goes by.  
 

Happy Fatherõs Day Heavenly Father! 
 

Brother in Christ,  
 

Pastor Kurt  
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 June Birthdays   
1 Al Sylling  

2 Makenzie Westphal  

5 Morgan Rowe 

7 Lacy Schneider  

9 Anna Lybeck  

11 Diane Biteny  

13 Lauretta Olsen  

14 Megan Pepe 

15 Krist a Thorson  

24 Jenna Johnson  

26 Megan Russell  

28 Robin Roush 

29 Michael Caudill, Sr.  

 Stephanie Smith  

 Rachelle Felton  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! 
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 Announcements     
 

 

Food Pantry Needs:     
Food of the month ï Peanut Butter 

 

Sunday School for kids and adults will continue throughout the summer. 

 

EnCourage Youth Group meets at 6:30-8:30 pm on Wednesday 

evenings and will continue through the summer. Jr. High and 

High School youth are welcome to join us! 

 

GARAGE SALE!     June 12, 2010    Saturday     9am to 3pm 
Is it time to sort, clean, and get rid of unwanted items in your 

home too?  We are setting up for a huge sale behind the 

church. 20 ft. X 20 ft. areas will be marked off for those who 

want to sell their treasures.  Each area will rent for $10.  We 

will also have hot dogs, pop, and baked goods for sale.  A sign-

up sheet will be on the bulletin board in the church Welcome Area.  

More details to follow.  Contact the church office (752-4102) or Laurie 

Smith (257-1271) for more info & to reserve your space.  

 

Can You Help?! The food bank is in need of volunteers for the summer on 

Tues, 8:30-12:30, here at Calvary. All ages are welcome! This is a great 

community service or job experience reference for youth. Contact John at 

253-0760 or the Flathead Food Bank at 752-3663. 

 

CALVARYôS CLOSET is in need of boys clothing, including 

jeans & shoes. Thanks for your support of this ministry! 

 

Thrivent Builds  - This year Thrivent will be helping Habitat build a single 

family home in Whitefish.  This is the 33
rd 

house built in our valley in the 

last 20 years.  This project will be getting started with ground breaking 

around June 1
st.

 Our church has a work day scheduled for Oct 2
nd 

you will 

hear more later this summer.  We may have the opportunity to help with 

some other work as the construction continues over the summer.  Please pray 

for Gods guidance and success for this project. Thanks! 
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HOPE PREGNANCY MINISTRIES is a local Christian outreach to 

women & families facing unplanned pregnancy. You are invited to support 

this ministry by participating in their annual Baby Bottle drive, running from 

Motherôs Day (May 9) to Fatherôs Day (June 20). Baby bottles are provided 

in the Welcome Area for you to take home, fill with monetary donations and 

bring back to the church by Fatherôs Day. All proceeds go directly to the 

work of Hope Pregnancy Ministries. Thank you for your prayers & support. 

 

Hope Pregnancy Ministries is in need of a handyman who 

would be willing to volunteer his/her expertise and time to 

complete some needed repairs around the ministry. Such 

tasks include minor building repairs, yard work, and heavy 

lifting, with hours scheduled at your choosing. If you are able 

to serve in this way, please call Jacquie at 257-6006. 

 

 

PROJECT HOMELESS CONNECT will be Wed, June 9
th
, 9am ï 4 pm. 

The face of homelessness in the Flathead Valley has changed. Weôre not just 

talking about transients. Weôre talking about blue collar families & people 

whoôve been laid off. Weôre talking about people who have lived here their 

whole lives, people who want to work, and people who are proud & want to 

get off public assistance. The first annual Project Homeless Connect will 

bring over 40 different agencies & groups under one roof for one day with 

one goal ï to create solutions for those experiencing homelessness. You can 

help. Volunteer. Call 758-5497. Volunteer job list, registration forms and 

more info is on the church bulletin boards.   

 

SMALL GROUP STUDY:  Jim and I have been called to lead a small 

group study of ñThe Truth Projectò which is a Focus on the Family study we 

did when we were in AZ this winter.  It is an amazing study about the truth 

of Godôs Word.  It is a 12 week study and we plan to do it on Tuesday 

evenings from 6:30-8:00 beginning June 22.  It will be held at Glen and 

Laurie Smithôs house at 58 Stonecrest Drive, Kalispell.  There will be a sign-

up sheet in the welcome area and Focus on the Family has provided us with 

a bulletin insert to explain the study a little.  Look for the bulletin insert 

soon! 
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óINSPIRATIONALô WOMENôS GROUP will meet this 

Wednesday, June 2
nd

 at 1:30 p.m. in the Welcome Area. We 

will review a book from our church library, followed by a Bible 

Study. Come and join us! 

 

 

WOMEN & GIRLS: A BRIDAL SHOWER  for Alyssa Pitt will be Sun, 

June 13
th
, after Worship (12:00 p.m.) in Calvaryôs Fellowship Hall. We will 

have cake, drinks, nuts, mints & play a couple games. Come join us & bring 

a favorite recipe on a recipe card to share with Alyssa! (Alyssa & Jason are 

registered at Target, Shopko & Herbergers.) Please R.S.V.P. Denise @ 756-

6075 or Kim @ 752-1472. 

 

 
 

 

ALYSSA KAYE PITT & JASON DEAN STERNAD  
 

invite you to join them as they celebrate  
their union in Holy Matrimony.  

 

Date : Saturday, July 10, 2010  
               Time : 2:30 p.m. 
                     Wher e: Calvary Lutheran Church  

    2200 H wy. 2 East  
                                 Kalispell, MT  

 

Reception, dinner and dance will be held at Valley Victory 
Church (315 East Evergreen Drive, Kalispell, MT) 

following the ceremony.  
 

Please R.S.V.P.    
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 Dear Calvaryé  
 

CONGRATULATIONS & GODôS BLESSINGS to Hunter Thorson, who 

was confirmed Sunday, May 16
th
. Also to the graduating seniors who were 

recognized the same Sunday: Chantel Bauer, Anna Lybeck, Stacey Pitt & 

Todd Roush.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WITH THANKS  for being so thoughtful. Thank you all for keeping us in 

your thoughts & prayers & for the beautiful prayer quilt ï it means so much 

to receive so many thoughtful cards & know that we are in so many prayers. 

Sid & Diane Bitney 

 

 

THANK YOU  so much for the quilt. It is lovely and in some of my favorite 

colors. Thank you also for all of your kind thoughts and prayers.     ~Delores 

 

 

THANK YOU:  Dear Pastor Kurt and Congregation, just a note to thank you 

all for the prayers and prayer quilt for my mother and me!  Youôll never 

know what it meant to both of us.            ~Richard Funk 

 

 

THANK YOU  all for the prayers offered up on my behalf during my recent 

surgery. Thanks also for the prayer & square quilt. I appreciate each prayer. 

Thank God for the answered prayers. In Christian Love, Phyllis Funk 
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  Coun cil Highlights    

Devotion read by Gary Fischer. 
 

Pastor Kurt led a bible study on Discipleship: moving from ócome and seeô 

to ócome and dieô 
 

FYI  

1.   Boiler Inspection ï Gary reported. State Inspector came as an insurance 

co. requirement. Recommendations that were made: thermostats need to be 

rewired & operator license should be displayed. 
 

2.   Pastor Kurt suggested the $731 from gifts (for door and security) and 

$1000 from Gladys Jensenôs estate gift to Calvary, be used for new door (by 

ramp and office) and to add a buzzer for security purposes. Bob S. & Gary 

F. will check on price and installation. 
 

3.   Health Ins. for Pastor & family would increase by approx. $1000 per 

month with LCMCôs plan. We will keep the Board of Pensions plan through 

the end of the year, to be able to research other options between now and 

then. 
 

LETôS TAKE ACTION 

1.   Council approved the request of a new Alcoholics Anonymous Group, 

which will be on Thurs. evenings, at 7 p.m. 
 

2.   Dandelions in field behind the church ï We have two quotes to spray the 

field; one for $329 and one for $200. Danny J. has a spreader to pull behind 

the riding lawn mower. We can get weed killer and do ourselves.  
 

3.   Northwest District of LCMC; was approved for Calvary to join this 

district.  
 

4.   Testimonies were shared. 
 

5.    Other: We will be getting a comparison quote from GiiG Ins. Group for 

the church insurance. 
 

Next Executive Mtg. is Tues. June 8
th
 at 6:30 p.m.; next Council Mtg. is 

Tues. June 22
nd

 at 7 p.m. 
 

Council closed with the Lordôs Prayer 
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    May Budget     
SUMMARY FOR THIS MONTHôS RECEIPTS 

Worship Offerings                                    9760.50 
Give Them Wings Preschool B. Use                377.00 
NYL Annuity Interest                                                         950.00 
Gift for entry door/security system                                +  500.00 
TOTAL RECEIPTS                                                       11587.50                               

MONTHLY OPERATIONAL EXPENSES 

Expenses in May                                                          13559.32 
Unpaid Expenses in Jan.-April                                     +      0.00 
Total Expenses                                                           13559.32 
Total Expenses Paid                                                   -11994.21 
UNPAID EXPENSES                                                     1565.11 
 

DATE      ATTEND.              WORSHIP OFF.        NEED WKLY 
                                         (to meet budgeted goal) 
5/2      69      3228.00       2937.33 
5/9      80             2163.00       2937.33 
5/16      82      1877.00       2937.33 
5/23    63     2492.50                  2937.33 
5/30                                         2937.33            

MONTHLY RECEIPTS ($12,728.42 needed per mo. to meet budget goal) 

Never again need I say ñI donôt haveò for ñMy God shall supply all my needs according  
to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.ò            Philippians 4:19 
   

JAN     13577.05    MAY    11587.50       SEPT   
 
FEB    11968.13    JUN                           OCT    
 
MAR   10753.75    JUL                          NOV     
 
APR    11369.75    AUG                           DEC    
 
May Unpaid Expenses 
Pastorôs Salary                      1065.11 
Pastorôs Housing Allowance                                                +  500.00 
Total Unpaid                       1565.11 
 

There is one Sunday left in the month, with Monday being a holiday the 
offering deposit will be made on Tues. Pastorôs salary will be paid then. 




