
 

 

 

In early August, we as a church entered into a process to discern 

how God would have Calvary respond to the ELCA‟s decisions and 

actions. Regrettably, the ELCA at its national convention in 

Minneapolis has turned to human opinion and experience in an 

effort to overturn the clear Word of God in regards to human 

sexuality. Job discovered first hand that it is neither prudent nor 

wise to call into question the boundaries God has established in 

creation be they moral or physical. God said to Job, “Who is this 

that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge? Brace 

yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me. 

Where were you when I laid the earth's foundation? Tell me, if you 

understand. Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! 

Who stretched a measuring line across it (Job 39:2-5)?”  

 

The social statement entitled “Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust” 

and its implementing resolutions have now officially become the 

standard teaching within the ELCA. Concerning this move the Rev. 

Paull Spring, chair of Lutheran CORE, a coalition of conservative 

ELCA Lutherans, said, “We mourn the decision by the Churchwide 

Assembly to reject the clear teaching of the Bible that God‟s 

intention for marriage is the relationship of one man and one 

woman … It is tragic that such a large number of ELCA members 

were willing to overturn the clear teaching of the Bible as it has 

been believed and confessed by Christians for nearly 2,000 years.”  

 

Amazingly as the ELCA began its discussion on the sexuality 

statement at 2:00pm central time, a tornado came out of nowhere 

scattering tents and tables for the convention, destroying some 

roofing where the discussion was being held, and knocking the 

cross of the steeple of Central Lutheran Church next door. This 

church was planning on hosting worship for the gay rights action 

group known as Lutherans Concerned/North America. It seems 

like this was a clear sign from God about what He thinks! 

 

The question now we as Calvary Lutheran Church are facing is 

where do we go from here? Calvary‟s church council after a month 

of prayer and biblical discernment is of the firm conviction that 

God is calling us as a congregation to respond to these new 

teachings of the ELCA. 

 

 

Pg. 1 

 

(Pastor‟s Article continued… pg.2) 

 

The plan began with the “Hear I Stand” sermon which was given 

on August 2, 2009 concerning what we as a church believe. A 

DVD copy of this sermon is available in the church office. It 

continued with a series of two town hall meetings in which the 

overwhelming voice of the church was for Calvary to take a stand 

on the Word of God. It is now the opinion of Calvary‟s church 

council and Calvary‟s congregation that we as a church can no 

longer be associated with the ELCA, because it is going in a 

direction that contradicts Calvary‟s vision and values. Here are 

some examples in which Calvary‟s beliefs are contradicted by the 

ELCA‟s recent revisions. 

 

Calvary‟s belief about humanity: Man is made in the spiritual 

image of God, to be like him in character. Although man has 

tremendous potential for good, he is marred by an attitude of 

disobedience toward God called “sin.” This attitude separates 

man from God and it‟s impossible for man alone to save 

himself from sin‟s deadly consequences. Biblical references: 

Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6a; Romans 3:23; Isaiah 

59:1- 2. 

 

The ELCA now teaches that homosexuality is no longer a sin, 

but rather an issue of personal choice (i.e. bound conscience). 

In other words, any activity previously labeled as sin by the 

Bible can now be remedied by personal choice rather than a 

Savior. The natural outcome of this new teaching now allows 

the ELCA to officially recognize the calling of active 

homosexuals as pastors and bless homosexual unions (i.e. 

marriage). Reference: Refer to the amended social statement 

entitled “Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust” and a document 

entitled “Report and Recommendation on Ministry Policies”, 

which are located on the ELCA‟s website, www.elca.org . 

 

Calvary‟s belief about Jesus Christ: “Jesus Christ is the Son of 

God & Son of Man, fully God and fully human. He lived a 

sinless human life and offered himself as the perfect sacrifice 

for the sins of all humanity by dying on a cross. Jesus died 

with the purpose of setting sinners free from their sins. He 

arose from the dead after three days to demonstrate His 

power over sin and death. He is coming soon! Biblical 

references: Matthew 1:22, 23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5, 14:10-

30; Hebrews 4:14, 15; 1 Corinthians 15:3, 4; Romans 1:3, 4; 

Acts 1:9-11; 1 Timothy 6:14, 15; Titus 2:13. 

 

http://www.elca.org/


 

 

(Pastor‟s Article continued…pg. 3) 

 

The ELCA‟s actions of passing the Human Sexuality statement 

and the Report and Recommendations on Ministry policies 

redefines God‟s purpose for sending Jesus into the world to 

die on a cross to set the sinner free from their sins. The 

ELCA‟s new teaching changes it so that Jesus dies on the cross 

not to free the sinner, but rather so the sinner can continue to 

live in and celebrate their state of sin. Reference: Refer to the 

amended social statement entitled “Human Sexuality: Gift and 

Trust” and a document entitled “Report and Recommendation 

on Ministry Policies”. 

 

Calvary‟s belief about the Bible: The Bible is the Word of God. 

Through it, God reveals Himself to all humanity. It was written 

by human authors, under the supernatural guidance of the 

Holy Spirit. The Bible, Old and New Testaments, are the 

supreme source of truth for Christian beliefs and living. 

Because it is inspired by God, it is truth without any mixture of 

error. Biblical references: 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20, 21; 2 

Timothy 1:13; Psalm 119:105,160, 12:6; Proverbs 30:5. 

 

The ELCA in the draft social statement on human sexuality 

states (Page 15, lines 417-418), “Scripture cannot be used in 

isolation as the norm for Christian life and the source of 

knowledge for the exercise of moral judgment.” Reference: 

Refer to a document entitled “Draft Social Statement on 

Human Sexuality” located on the ELCA‟s website.  

 

Calvary‟s belief about salvation: Salvation is a gift from God to 

man. Man can never make up for his sin by self-improvement 

or good works. Only by trusting in Jesus Christ can man be 

saved from sin‟s penalty. Eternal life begins the moment one 

receives Jesus Christ into his life by faith. Biblical references: 

Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8, 9; John 14:6, 1:12; Titus 3:5; 

Galatians 3:26; Romans 5:1. 

 

The ELCA in its new “Lutheran Study Bible” published by 

Augsburg Fortress Press first edition states in its commentary 

concerning the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20): 

“…Jesus now sends the disciples to make disciples of all 

nations. That does not mean make everyone disciples. Most 

people who are helped by Jesus and believe in him never 

become disciples. Jesus includes in salvation people who do 

not believe in him or even know about him…”  

(Pastor‟s Article continued…pg. 4) 

 

It should be noted that these comments have been removed 

from the second printing of the Lutheran Study Bible. After 

contacting Augsburg Fortress Press about this matter, they 

said it was going to be removed because they received too 

many complaints about it.   

 

Calvary‟s belief about the Lutheran Heritage: As a church, we 

affirm the Apostles‟ Creed, Nicene Creed, and Athanasian 

Creed as true testimonies of the Christian faith. We affirm and 

identify with the Confessions of the Lutheran Church. We 

affirm the centrality of grace alone, faith alone, and Word 

alone. Biblical references: Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 3:24-28, 2 

Corinthians 12:9, Galatians 2:16, 2 Corinthians 5:7, 2 Timothy 

3:16, Jude 1:3-7. 

 

The ELCA by adopting the social statement “Human Sexuality: 

Gift and Trust” and “Report and Recommendation on Ministry 

Policies” believes that God‟s grace is now a license for sin, 

faith is more about seeking the god you want rather than the 

God who is. God‟s written Word can be modified anytime it 

contradicts one‟s personal choice or the values of the culture. 

Reference: Refer to amended social statement entitled “Human 

Sexuality: Gift and Trust” and a document entitled “Report and 

Recommendation on Ministry Policies”. 

 

Calvary‟s vision, “Together, Transform, Tell”, along with our 

essential values are no longer in alignment with the new teachings 

of the ELCA. As a result, God is calling Calvary to take a stand on 

His Word by beginning a denominational realignment process. 

God is calling Calvary to move from the ELCA to the LCMC 

(Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ). We are going to 

have a special congregational meeting in September in which we 

will begin the realignment process. You can learn about the LCMC 

either by going to their website at www.lcmc.net or by coming to 

a Q & A with Bill Sullivan, an LCMC representative, who will be 

visiting with us on Sept. 3
rd

 at 7:00 pm. If you have any questions 

or concerns feel free to talk to me or any council member.  

 

I‟m personally excited about realigning ourselves with the LCMC 

because being Lutheran means being focused on God‟s Word 

Alone, through grace alone, by faith alone. Unlike the ELCA, the 

LCMC will enable Calvary to be faithful to God‟s vision, God‟s 

values and Calvary‟s Lutheran heritage. In the days to come, 

please keep Calvary, LCMC, and the ELCA in your prayers. 

 

In Christ, Pastor Kurt 

http://www.lcmc.net/


FOOD PANTRY NEEDS: garden 

produce (bring on Tuesday 

mornings between 9 – 11 a.m.) 

canned fruit and vegetables, canned 

tuna, mac-n-cheese, soups 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

                                   

                                 17    Jean Bauer  

  2    Alice Motichka                 19    Susan Maisch  

  5    Mya McNeely           20    Kim Lybeck 

  7    Virginia Wood                     21    Elaine Olson          

  9    Betty Bjornrud                     23    Evelyn Grabs  

11    Vern R. Engebritson          24    Kim Snell  

12    Pat Christensen           26    Bruce Rorvig 

        Kieran Jorgenson                   28    Ed Klain 

15    Norma Long           

                                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BENEVOLENCE SUNDAY for Neighbors in Need will be Sept. 27
th

. 

This is our third of four Sundays that we will recognize for 

individual Benevolences.  There will be offering plates at the back 

of the Worship Area if you are called to donate to the ministry of 

Neighbors in Need. Thank You!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE FAMILY POTLUCK – Sunday, Sept. 13
th

 at 

Stillwater Lutheran Church, 1401 Church Drive.  Bring a salad or 

dessert to share, hamburgers and drinks provided.  There will be 

a business meeting at 5 p.m., potluck at 6 p.m. Call 756-8344 for 

information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FALL CLEANING? LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 

ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE: Sept. 19
th

, from 

8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Faith Free Lutheran 

Church, 405 Liberty St.  Rummage is 

needed and also help beginning at 6 p.m. 

on Sept. 17
th

 & all day Sept. 18
th

 for set up.  

Call Linda Jackson, 756-8344 or Neila Elgin, 

752-3089 for pick up or to help.  Proceeds 

will benefit Hope Pregnancy Ministries, KALS 

“Life Issues” program, provide pro-life 

materials for churches and other projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIFE CHAIN Sunday, October 4
th

, 2 - 3 p.m., at the intersection of 

Highways 2 and 93, Kalispell.  This annual event is sponsored by 

Flathead Pro-life, for all Christians to get together at the 

crossroads of Kalispell, the corners of Main and Idaho and pray 

for an end to legalized abortion and that life will be held sacred in 

our country from conception to natural death. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

Connie Pitt opened with prayer.  Glen Smith shared a devotional entitled 

Sacrifice & Friendship, from John 15:15. 
 

Council continued with specific prayer needs of individuals & the church. 
 

Connie Pitt led the Bible Study from Living Free‟s Peacemaking study –  

1Corinthians 5:1-13 and Titus 3:10.  
 

FYI 

1.  The floor cleanings amount has been met, $1100. 
 

2.  All documentation has been sent to ScreenNow to be able to use 

their services for background checks. They will respond when have 

reviewed all info. 
 

3.  Parking lot completed 8/17 by Big Sky Seal Coating. ($3990 used 

from Parsonage Sale fund.) 
 

4.  LCMC rep. Bill Sullivan will be here Thurs. 9/3, 7 p.m. Valli Ostrem 

& Connie Pitt will be greeters. Has been a lot of interest from other 

churches to be able to come.  An article with info on the gathering 

will be in the Daily Interlake‟s Religion page, Sat. 8/29.  Everyone is 

welcome to attend.  
 

LET’S TAKE ACTION 

1.  Special Congregational Mtg, has been called by Bob Iverson, 

Council President and with written request from (over) 10% of voting 

members (46 voting members have signed a petition). Council 

unanimously voted to support this action, with the meeting being 

Sunday, 9/13 at 9 a.m. Bob Iverson will announce the meeting 

Sundays, 8/30 & 9/6, at the beginning of worship (10:30 a.m.) The 

meeting is entitled „Denominational Realignment‟. 3 points pertaining 

to the meetings topic will be discussed & voted on: 1) join the LCMC 

(Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) 2) officially vote to 

sever relationship with the ELCA 3) realign the church tithe to LCMC. 

Motion was made to approve article written about Special 

Congregational Mtg, to be placed in the Sept. Echoes and the bulletin, 

motion was voted on and unanimously passed. 
 

2.  Motion was made to hold on to August tithe until after the Sept. 

13
th
 congregational vote, concerning where to direct the church tithe. 

Motion 2
nd

 and passed unanimously. 
 

3.  Motion made, 2
nd

 and passed unanimously to allow absentee 

ballots for Lowell & Yvonne Nelson, Norm & Glenda Davis, Cherie 

Reyes, per their request. Ballots will be sent, with the request of 

return by the mtg. Sept. 13
th
. (Cherie Reyes abstained from the vote.) 

 

4.  Fall Rally – Valli shared ideas of having a gathering this fall, with 

free desserts and drinks, have carnival type games, cake walk, bible 

bingo and other activities to enjoy fellowship together. Possibly could 

be done as a fundraiser, with matching Thrivent funds. Dates will be 

discussed next Council Mtg. 
 

5. Several testimonies were shared about all that God is doing here at 

Calvary and through the body of Christ! 
 

Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

 

AARP DRIVER SAFETY PROGRAM will be at Calvary, Sat. Sept. 

19
th

, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. This is a new streamlined 4 hr. class, with a 

new fee of $14 ($12 with AARP membership card). Call the church 

office (752-4102) or 752-0786 for reservations or more info.  NO 

WRITTEN OR DRIVING TESTS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CALLING ALL CRAFTERS!  Immanuel Lutheran Home will be 

holding its annual bazaar on November 13th.  We are looking for 

homemade crafts of all types, homemade goodies and extra 

volunteers that day.  Please call Kathy Buffington at 752-9612, 

ext. 236. with any questions you may have. 

 

 

 

 
 

GRIEFSHARE begins Sept. 8
th

 Tues, 7 – 8:30 p.m. in North Library 

Wing Classroom at Christ Lutheran Church in Whitefish.  Our 

GriefShare group is a safe place to help you recover from the deep 

hurt that comes with the loss of someone close to you. Each week 

we will watch a video on an issue related to grief and loss. 

Following the video you will have an opportunity to share what 

you are experiencing in your life with your small group. The 

following are the topics we will work through during our 13 weeks 

together:  

*    Living with Grief                    *  The Uniqueness of Grief 

*    The Journey of Grief              *  God‟s Prescription for Grief 

*    The Effects of Grief               *   Stuck in Grief 

*    When Your Spouse Dies        *   Top 20 Lessons of Grief     

*    Your Family and Grief           *    Why 

*    Heaven 

All are welcome and you can join the group at anytime. There are 

brochures at the Connections Center or call Rich Dolven for more 

info, 862-2615. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WAITING TO BE SET FREE 

 

I. 

I am a sinner Lord and as long as I walk this earth a sinner I’ll 

always be.  It’s because I too was in the garden and took a bite of 

that apple from the tree. 

 

II. 

I’d be doomed to die forever except for that awful price you paid 

on that cross for me. When I came to you in baptism, twas then 

you set me free and accepted me to be yours forever, throu out all 

eternity. 

 

III. 

Like the poem says Lord, “This world is not my home. I’m just a 

passing throu. If this world were my home then O Lord what 

would I do? For I have no friend like you.” 

 

IV. 

And, I’m only just a sinner waiting to be set free. To live with you 

forever throu all eternity. That all men might know!  Tho your sins 

be as scarlet they shall be as white as snow.  

 

 G.M.J. (Gladys Jensen) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 
SUMMARY FOR THIS MONTH’S RECEIPTS 
Worship Offerings                      9581.50   
Gift for Pastorôs Pension               100.00 
Wedding Building Use               100.00 
NYL Annuity Interest               950.00 
Gift for General Budget                                                    200.00 

TOTAL RECEIPTS                                              10931.50   
 
MONTHLY OPERATIONAL EXPENSES 
Expenses in August                                                     13816.42 
Unpaid Expenses in Jan.-July                                    +       0.00 
Total Expenses                                                           13816.42 
Total Expenses Paid in August                                     -7363.96 

  UNPAID EXPENSES IN JAN-AUGUST              6452.46 
 
DATE      ATTEND.              WORSHIP OFF.                    NEED WKLY 
                                           (to meet budgeted goal) 

8/2      76      3376.00  2793.17 
8/9      88      2524.00  2793.17 
8/16       75      1598.00  2793.17 
8/23     64                         2083.50           2793.17 
8/30                        2793.17 
            
MONTHLY RECEIPTS ($12,103.75 needed per mo. to meet budget goal) 

ñMy God shall supply all my needs according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.ò            
Philippians 4:19 
   

JAN      10349.10 MAY   13401.90            SEPT   
 

FEB      11528.12 JUN    10446.13            OCT    
 

MAR     12026.48 JUL     10874.50            NOV     
 

APR      11816.71 AUG                        DEC    
  
Jan. – August Unpaid Expenses 
Salaries                                                                                3200.00 
Pastor Kurtôs Salary      1565.11 
Pastorôs Pension & Benefits                                                1662.35 

Total Unpaid       6452.46 
 
 

We have one Sunday left in August to meet expenses. The bank 

balance as of 8/24 is $3588.37; salaries are paid on the last 

Monday of the month. Remaining needed to meet all expenses is 

$2864.09. Praise God that we have not had outstanding bills for 

several months!! 



 

 

 

LCMC (Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) 

representative Bill Sullivan; will be here at Calvary in the Worship 

Area, Thurs. Sept. 3
rd

 at 7 p.m.  Bill will share information and 

answer questions about LCMC and association with them. 

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ is an association of 

congregations and individuals who are: 

¶ free in Christ; 

¶ accountable to one another; 

¶ rooted in the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions; 

¶ working together to fulfill Christ's Great Commission to go 

and make disciples of all nations. 

A love offering will be taken to help cover Bill‟s travel expenses. 

Please keep this informational opportunity in prayer. Brochures on 

LCMC are available in the church office. Everyone is welcome to 

join us to find out about this association of Lutheran Churches, 

whose primary mission is that of sharing the life-giving Gospel of 

Jesus Christ.  For more info contact Calvary Lutheran at 752-4102 

or go to the website www.lcmc.net  

 

 

 

‘HERE I STAND’ MESSAGE from Sun, Aug. 2
nd

, is available on DVD 

to check out from the church office. This message was about what 

we, the body of Christ at Calvary, believe & the truth we stand on. 

This message was adapted from the 101 membership class. If you 

missed the message or would like to view it again, please contact 

the church office. We have 2 available so we appreciate your 

viewing and returning the DVD‟s, so others may view them also.  

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MTG. has been called by the Council 

President & written request from over 10% of the voting 

membership (as required by Calvary‟s constitution). This is with 

united agreement from Calvary‟s Council. The meeting will be at  

9 a.m. Sun, Sept. 13 in Calvary‟s Fellowship Hall. The meeting is 

pertaining to Denominational Realignment. 3 points to be 

discussed & voted on are: 1) join the LCMC (Lutheran 

Congregations in Mission for Christ) 2) officially vote to sever 

relationship with the ELCA 3) realign church tithe to LCMC. Please 

pray & join us for this important meeting.  

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

 

 We would like to invite and encourage you to join us in our 

next Living Free study!  On September 13, 6:45-8:00 pm, we will 

begin “Committed Couples -- God‟s Plan for Marriage and the 

Family”.  In the world (and in the church) there is often confusion 

and a lack of understanding regarding marriage and family 

relationships.   

Committed Couples will direct you to the time-tested 

message from God‟s Word concerning this holy institution.  The 

goal is to help each married couple grow spiritually and 

emotionally in their relationship to each other through an 

awareness and application of biblical principles.  To be effective, 

each group member should enter this group wanting to be all God 

would have them to be in their marriage rather that trying to 

change their spouse.   

Couples of all “stages” are encouraged to come, whether 

you‟ve been married 50 years or you are contemplating marriage. 

Everyone has contributions and we all can gain so much from one 

another.  And what a better way to grow in relationship with each 

other -- through the study of Gods word on a topic important to 

us all!!   

We are willing to host the group unless there is someone 

else who would enjoy opening their home for meeting!  Childcare 

can be arranged, as well.  Call us or the office to join the study.  

Let‟s grow ---- together!!!!       Danny and Kristy Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE WILL BE STARTING a bi-weekly Christian book review hour in 

Sept.  Those interested will bless the group by sharing a review of 

a favorite book. All are welcome! This is a great opportunity to 

share Christian literature with each other.  We are considering 

Wed. or Fri. during the daytime hours.  Let us know what day & 

time works best for you. For more info and to sign up, please call 

Mirth Stedje @ 755-7872 (if there is no answer, please leave a 

message).  

http://www.lcmc.net/


 

 

 

YOUTH NIGHT! For middle school to high 

school ages; will be every Friday from 6:30–

8:30 p.m.  Come check us out!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALVARY’S CLOSET is having a children‟s back to school open 

house on Sat. Sept. 19
th

 & 26
th

; from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. Any “gently” 

worn children & teen clothing, shoes, & coats would be greatly 

appreciated. Your generous donations are an incredible blessing 

to our community!    Thank You, Calvary‟s Closet.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A HEADS-UP! Summer means - back to school sales, and that 

means World Relief School Kits. Watch the ads for sale items. Each 

kit needs:  * Pencils, * 2.5” x 1” bar eraser, * Ruler, centimeters 

and inches, * Scissor – blunt point, * Pencil sharpener, * Spiral 

Notebooks – college rule, * Box of 24 crayons. Scissors are the 

most difficult to find on sale so if you find them, please buy 

multiple pairs.   Thank you!  Sally Hoye 

 

 
 
 

COMMUNION PREPARERS and clean up. We 

are in need of some help with setting up for 

communion on Sunday‟s and then cleaning 

up after Worship. Please contact the church 

office. Thanks for your help!! 

 

 

 

 

 

FLOORS CLEANED: we have reached our goal of $1100 for the 

carpet shampooing and Fellowship Hall floor being waxed. Thanks 

for all your contributions! 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT FROM CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

CALVARYôS MEMBERSHIP ROLLS will be gone through & updated 

according to Calvaryôs constitution.  This process began shortly after the 2009 

Annual Mtg. of the congregation, due to the struggle to meet a quorum. Annual 

Mtg. Minutes: New Business; D. Other ï Gary Fischer made a motion that 

council members need to study membership laws to determine what is the best 

way to conduct annual mtg. Joseph Hall 2
nd

, motion passed. We will begin 

going thru, member by member, looking from Sept. 1, 2007 to Aug. 31, 2009, to 

meet active member expectations. Those who have left for another congregation 

or are considered inactive by the constitution guidelines will be removed from 

the rolls as voting members.  
 

The constitution states: C8.02. c. Voting members are confirmed members. 

(1962 constitution Article VI-Membership: 2. c. states when they have attained 

legal voting age and have been duly accorded this status by the congregation in 

accordance with its bylaws.) Such confirmed members shall have communed 

and made a contribution of record during the current or preceding year.  
 

Membership Termination pertaining to inactivity: C8.05 e. removal from the 

rolls due to inactivity as defined in the bylaws. Such persons who have been 

removed from the roll of members shall remain persons for whom the church 

has a continuing pastoral concern.   
 

Bylaws from 1962 (new bylaws have not been written since the new 

constitution was ratified in 1992 at the Annual Mtg. of the congregation.) under 

membership Article VI: D. Discontinuance of Membership:  

1. Members who move away shall be encouraged to transfer. Any 

confirmed member in good standing desiring to change his membership to 

another Lutheran church shall, upon request, be entitled to a letter of transfer. 

2.  Any confirmed member who in the judgment of the church council 

shows no interest in attending church services, or fails to partake of communion 

and fails to contribute to the congregational treasury according to the 

congregationôs records, for a period of two years, shall be presumed no longer to 

desire membership, shall lose the right to vote, and shall not be counted in the 

membership statistics of the congregation. However, his name and record shall 

be kept in the files for a period of five years thereafter. Such a person shall be 

encouraged to participate in the congregational life, or to transfer elsewhere, as 

the situation may indicate to be advisable. If he resumes activity within the five 

year period, he shall be restored to the active membership list; if not, he shall be 

dismissed from the congregation and notified accordingly, where possible. 

3. Children, neither of whose parents or guardians are active members 

of this congregation, shall be dropped from the baptized membership roll if they 

fail to participate in the Christian education program of the congregation. 

4. Members who have been excommunicated, dismissed, or who have 

resigned and members who have transferred to other Lutheran congregations, or 

who are definitely known to have become members of other congregations 

without transfer, shall thereby have lost membership in this congregation and all 

rights appertaining thereto. 
Records will be updated by: Connie Pitt, Church Secretary/Treasurer, Jueleen Schaffer, 

Congregational member & Bob Iverson, Council President. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

CALVARY ECHOES 

SEPTEMBER 2009 
 

PASTOR KURT RAU 
752-4102 

 

 



 
 
 
WATCH AND LISTEN CAREFULLY 
 

The man whispered, “God, speak to me”, and a meadowlark sang, 

but the man did not hear. 

 

So the man yelled, “God speak to me.”  And thunder rolled across 

the sky.  But the man did not listen. 

 

The man looked around and said, “God, let me see you.”  And a 

star shone brightly.  But the man did not notice. 

 

And the man shouted, “God, show me a miracle.”  And life was 

born.  But the man did not know.   

 

So the man cried out in despair, “Touch me, God, and let me know 

that you are here!”  Whereupon God reached down and touched 

the man.  But the man brushed the butterfly away and walked on. 

 

Don‟t miss out on a blessing because it isn‟t packaged the way 

that you expect! 

 

 

 

 

EVERYBODY, SOMEBODY ANYBODY, NOBODY 
 

There is a little story about four people named Everybody, 

Somebody, Anybody and Nobody. 

 

There was an important job to be done in the church and  

Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it. 

 

Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. 

 

Somebody got angry about that because it was Everybody‟s job. 

 

Everybody thought that Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized 

that Everybody would do it. 

 

It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did 

what Anybody could have done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can I be a Christian without joining other Christians in the church! Yes, it 
is something like: being a soldier without an army, a seaman without a 
ship, a business person without a business, a tuba player without an 
orchestra, a football player without a team or a bee without a hive. 

Mrs. William P. Janzen 
 
 
 
The church is the only society in the world which exists for the benefit of 
those outside its membership.   William Temple 
 
 
Never again need I be worried and frustrated ñcasting all my care upon 
him; for he careth for me.ò  1 Peter 5:7, Matthew 11:28 
 
 

ENEMIES TO FRIENDS 
 

Someone once said to Abraham Lincoln, ñMr. President, I cannot 
understand you.  You treat your enemies with such kindness. It would 
seem to me that you should want to destroy them.ò  Lincoln replied, ñI 

destroy my enemy when I make him into a friend.ò 
 
 

 
 
 
 

§ There are two kinds of Christians - those who wait on the Lord and 
those who keep the Lord waiting. 

 
 

§ The word ñeasyò appears only once in the New Testament and then 
in connection with ñyokeò. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WHATôS YOUR I.Q.? 
 
Hereôs a test that measures not your Intelligence Quotient, but rather 
your Invitation Quotient. Take it, and see how you rate. 
 
1.  Have you spoken to anyone since church services this past Sunday 
to share with them what Christ and his church mean to YOU? 
 

2.  Do you often speak to someone who has been absent from the 
services to express your concern for them? 
 

3.  Have you invited a newcomer to the community to your church any 
time within the past four months? The past year? 
 

4.  Have you encouraged or invited anyone who does not attend any 
Sunday school or church to visit yours with you? 
 

5.  During the past month, have you introduced yourself before or after 
worship to anyone you did not know, and extended your personal word 
of greeting and welcome? 
 

6. Last Sunday, did you take the time to greet the people who sit around 
you in worship? 
 

7.  Do you pray for the ability to use such opportunities as God presents 
them to YOU? 
 



8.  Do you pray that the Holy Spirit will guide you in your outreach 
concerns? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLASS 201 - DISCOVERING SPIRITUAL MATURITY 
You are invited to attend Class 201 which continues the spiritual training 
begun in class 101. This class will teach you the four habits that lead to 
spiritual maturity. You will learn how to listen to Godôs voice, pray with 

confidence, give cheerfully, and discover the importance of small group 
fellowship. This two session class will be held on Thursday September 
28

th
 and October 5

th
 from 6:30 - 9:00 pm. Please contact the church 

office at 752-4102 to signup or for more information. Prerequisite: 
Completed class 101 
 

CLASS 101- DISCOVERING CHRISTIAN BASICS   
§ Do you desire to grow in your relationship with Jesus? 
Would you like to become a member of the Calvary Lutheran church?  

§ If you answered ñyesò to either question, then class 101 is for you.  

§ This class is also a great way for established members to refresh, 
review, and renew their commitment to one another and to Christ.  

§ This class provides the biblical tools to grow a deeper relationship to 
Jesus. It also covers the biblical expectations and benefits of church 
membership.  

§ The next class is scheduled for Saturdays, 3-5:30 P.M., beginning 
Oct 1

st
. 

§ For further information and to register, please contact Pastor Kurt at 
752-4102. 

 
 
 
 

LABOR DAY: 
 
Labor Day was established to honor and thank the working people of the 
United States and Canada. It is celebrated on the first Monday in 
September. It is important to understand that labor and rest from labor go 
hand-in-hand. 
 
God’s labor day: 
Genesis 2: 2-3, ñAnd on the seventh day God ended His work which He 
had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He 
had done. Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because 
in it He rested from all His work which God created and made.ò 
Exodus 20: 8, ñRemember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.ò 
Exodus 20: 9-11, ñSix days you shall labor and do all your work, but the 
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God. In it you shall do no 
work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor 
your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your 
gates. For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.ò 
Exodus 16: 29-30, ñSee! For the Lord has given you the Sabbath; 
therefore He gives you on the sixth day bread for two days. Let every 



man remain in his place; let no man go out of his place on the seventh 
day. So the people rested on the seventh day.ò 
 
A Yoke of Labor: 
Matthew 11: 28-30, ñCome to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I 
am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My 
yoke is easy and My burden is light.ò  
Proverbs 10: 16, ñThe labor of the righteous leads to life.ò 
Revelation 14:13, ñThen I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, 
óWrite: ñBlessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.òô ñYes,ò 
says the Spirit, ñthat they may rest from their labors, and their works 
follow them.ò 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


